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Rose Russ National Forest Indian Allotment   
 
IF02 Map 4: T4S, R8E, S9 
 
See HF08 for the Russ family history.  See also May Berry file HF12. There are addtional 
documents in the hard copy file. 
 
This tract is plotted on the Base Map somewhat to the west of the description in the 
Ranger's report (below) due to the problems with the original GLO survey. See also the 
SRNF 1977 map (A2: 21b). Russ applied for 160 acres but only 100 acres were approved by 
the ranger in his report (see Appendix).  The boundary designation of the parcel is based 
on letters from 1915 (see below and Appendix) that eventually found that Russ and his 
daughter qualified for the parcel. The final tract appears to have been 160 acres given the 
way the tract is plotted on the SRNF 1977 map—this however needs to be confirmed.   
 
Note that Lowden's 1894 map shows this tract as being owned by George White. Both 
tracts are plotted on the Base Map but given the documents cited below the White tract is 
plotted with a dashed line since it is clear that the tract was eventually acquired by Russ. 
 

 
Lowden's 1894 map Section 9. 

(A2: 05) 
 
The entry was eventually approved under the National Forest Indian Allotment Act of 1910 
after a significant amount of effort, as discussed below, on the part of Russ and over strong 
objections to their Indian Allotment entry claim by the Forest Service (see Appendix below 
for additional documents concerning this issue).   
 
As noted at entry HF08, the Augustus Russ family was unique as they were one of the few 
families that included African Americans living in southern Trinity County at this time. 
Refer to HF08 for a discussion of the Russ family ethnicity. 
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In December of 1908, Russ applied for a 160 acre homestead entry directly south of the 
original Russ homestead (HA08) in Section 4. There is a large amount of correspondence 
on this matter in the hard copy file (HA08) --including a hard written letter date August 11, 
1910 from Russ to: "The Forester"  Washington D.C. (at that time Henry Graves). 
Eventually, Russ filed for this tract a second time under Indian Allotment Act in his 
daughter's name, Mabel Russ (age 7), and after strenuous objections by the Forest Service--
who question whether Russ qualified under the act as an "Indian' – it appears that all 160 
acres were approved. 
 
There is a significant amount of correspondence for this tract of land in the IF02 hard copy 
file.  The most important and relevant of these documents are provided in the Appendix at 
the end of this section. 
 
As noted above, Russ first applied for this tract in Section 9 under the FSHA of 1906, but 
later applied under the NFIAA of 1910 when his original homestead application was 
rejected. The file has a handwritten letter noting that A. Russ applied for a parcel of land for 
his daughter Mabel Russ who was eight years old.  The memo notes that: "A. Russ father of 
the child is a half blood of the Redwood Indian tribe of northern Humboldt Co. Calif. Rose 
Russ mother of the child is mulatto." It was noted in one of the reports that Russ already 
owned 758 acres of inholdings within the TNF and his wife Rose held about 600 acres. 
Some of these tracts of land are probably outside the NFERW.  
 
Despite the original denial by the Forest Service of this entry claim by Russ for his daughter 
Mabel, it appears after further communication with the Office of Indian Affairs (OIA) that 
Russ eventually acquired the 160 acre parcel in Section 9 under the Indian Allotment Act of 
1910. This process took a number of years due to the fact that the Forest Service did not 
only not know how to proceed (under the new law) but felt that Russ did not qualify as an 
"Indian" stating in a letter from the TNF Forest Supervisor to the Region 5 District Forester 
of January 9, 1909 (in the hard copy file) shortly after he applied for the tract of land. 

 
These people are entitled to all of the rights of citizenship and are living as 
the whites and it does not seem quite right that they should, in addition to 
their homestead rights, be granted Indian Allotment claims owing to the 
small part of Indian Blood. 

 
This letter was followed by a letter (November 6, 1915: in the hard copy file) to the 
Washington Office from the Region 5 District (Regional) Forester also stating that: 
 

It would appear from the Supervisor's (TNF) letter that neither Mr. Russ nor 
his daughter Mabel (mentioned in the original report) is entitled to an 
allotment under the Act of June 25, 1910. 

 
Eventually, the Russ case (including a personal letter in hard copy file from Russ to "the 
Forester (Graves) in Washington D.C." went all the way to the Washington office. The TNF 
Forest Supervisor on November 3, 1922 (hard copy in file) indicated that: 
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It is clear that neither Augustus Russ, his wife Rose Russ, or his minor 
daughter Mabel Russ, are entitled to an Indian Allotment within a National 
Forest. The do not come within the provisions of the Act of June 25, 1910, for 
the following reasons: 
 

1. At the time he applied for the tract, A. Russ was the owner of more than 400 
acres of patented land within the Trinity Forest. Trinity County's 1915 
assessment shows him to be the owner of 758.24 acres of land as indicated 
by the attached plat. 
 

2. His wife, Rose Russ, owns approximately 600 acres of land within to Trinity 
Forest.  
 

3. His daughter, Mabel, is under 18 years of age and resides with her parents on 
patented land owned by her father, A. Russ. 
 

4. None of the three persons mentioned in 1, 2 and 3 above, have resided upon 
or have improvements upon. Government land, either. before or after the Act 
of June 26, 1910, and are therefore not entitled to an Indian allotment .under 
this Act.  
 

5. Augustus Russ is a half-blood Indian, has severed his tribal relations, is living 
as the whites, has exercised his homestead rights and obtained patent to 160 
acres of land upon which he in now living. He is married to a mulatto and his 
daughter Mabel, now 16 years of age is the issue.  

 
The final decision to approve the tract of land as an Indian allotment—despite the 
objection of the TNF and District (Region 5) Forester-- is quite likely the result of a letter to 
FS chief dated October 9, 1915 (in the Appendix), from OIA (Office of Indian Affairs) Chief 
C.F. Clark who indicated that Russ was indeed eligible under the NFIA  Act of 1910 and 
whether his office could do "...anything...to assist Mr. Russ in acquiring title to the land 
occupied by him provided he is found to be entitled to make application under the act of 
June 25, 1910..." 
 
 
Final Disposition 
 
In a letter dated October 22, 1915 (see Appendix) to the District Forester (Region 5) from 
the Washington Office the Acting Forester he wrote that: 
 

Mr. Hauke's letter indicates that so far as their records show, Mr Russ is 
entitled to secure an allotment."   

 
Given that the tract shows up as private on the 1977 SRNF map (A2:21b) it appears that 
eventually, despite the lack of documents in the file showing that the tract was patented,   
Russ took possession of this property.   
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There are problems with this scenario, however, as the 1915 TNF map shows the tract in 
Section 9 in possession of J. Rohrbough (see entry).  He acquired a number of tracks of land 
in this area after the George White/Frankie White divorce settlement (see entry). 
 
The answer to who owned this property Russ or White will not be answered until the 
property records are reviewed at SRNF and in Weaverville. 
 
In the 1980s this tract was owned by Larry Brown of the Flying Double A Ranch. See CRIR 
05-10-472 the Brown Land Exchange for more information on this area.  
 

 
1915 TNF Map  

(A2: 28) 
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Appendix IF02 
Document 1 four pages  
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Appendix 1 

Additional Documents in the hard copy file 
 

Letter of   October 9, 1915 (2 pages) 
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Letter October 22, 1915 (2 pages) 
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