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Willburn, Georgia Ann  

HF18 Map 7: T4S, R8E, S 21 and S 28. Hard copy file is missing. 

Plotting this tract on the Base Map was problematic due to the inaccuracy of original GLO 
survey.  It is plotted on the Base Map just to the east of a tract owned by George White that 
probably included Climbing Spring. It is likely that White had already claimed this spring as 
part of his effort to control all of the water sources in this region (see Keter 1994a). Since 
the entry was rejected by the FS this tract is plotted on the Base Map with dashed lines. 

Georgia Ann Willburn was the wife of Sidney W. Willburn—his father was James S. 
Willburn (Sr.) see B05 for a biography of the Willburn family.  See also HA01 and HA03, 

Georgia Ann Willburn applied for this tract of land under the NFHA in the spring of 1909.  
TNF MRRD deputy ranger John Gray noted in the Report on Homestead Agricultural 
Applications  dated March 12 &13 1909 that: "The applicant is a married lady wife of W.S. 
Willburn of Caution Calif.—and lives with his family in adjoining ... [illegible]." See the 
appendix at the end of this entry for a copy of the original application.  The "adjoining 
property" is the Red Mountain House.—it was actually about one mile to the east.  For 
information on William and Georgia Ann Willburn living there see entry HF01.  

There were no improvements on this tract when the application was filed.  It is plotted on 
the Base Map with a dashed line indicating that it was never approved. This entry was one 
of several in this area filed on adjoining or nearby tracts of land by local homesteaders in 
an effort to "block up" or add some additional property to their homestead since 160 acres 
was far too small property to make a successful living on, given the marginal agricultural 
potential of the land in this area. 

The Ranger, in his report (see Appendix below), recommended that: "Since 65 acres of the 
tract applied for is valuable in its timber and the remaining [illegible] is suited for grazing 
purposes only. I recommend that the land not be list[ed].  

In response to this report Willburn sent a letter to the Forest Service (see Appendix below) 
indicating that she had actually intended to file under provisions of the Indian Allotment 
Act: 

...under the Act of Congress approved Feb 8, 1887 (stat. 24. p. 338) as 
amended by Act of Feb 28, 1891) but instead of putting this on the blank 
[form] we forgot and never marked out the Act of June 11—1906 as we 
should have done. 

This was prior to passage of the NFIA of 1910. Therefore, this tract could not be approved 
under either the NFHA of 1906 or the earlier Indian Allotment Act.  A letter to Willburn 
(see Appendix below) indicated that: 

Since Indian allotment laws do not apply to National Forests...it will be 
impossible for you to secure this land as an Indian allotment... 
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There is at present a plan on foot which provides for the issuance of long-
term leases to Indians who desire lands within National Forest for 
agricultural and grazing purposes....IN the meantime...upon request [the 
Forest Service] will grant you a free special-use permit for all of a portion of 
the land for which you have applied. 

 It is not clear if the Willburns ever secured a special-use permit for this tract of land, but it 
remained part of the TNF.  A copy of the homestead entry application, as well as a hand-
written letter and other related documents are included in the Appendix 

Appendix HF18 

 



HF18 
 

3 
solararch.org 

 



HF18 
 

4 
solararch.org 

 

 

 



HF18 
 

5 
solararch.org 

 

 



HF18 
 

6 
solararch.org 

Copy of FS Letter to Willburn That the Indian Allotment Act is not applicable on 

National Forest Lands 
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Willburn letter to the District Forester regarding their application. 

 

 


