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Maude Willburn Homestead  
 
HF08 Map 4: T4S, R8E, S 17 
 
See also HF19. 
 
Maude Willburn was the daughter of James S. Willburn (Jr.).  See B05 for a biography of the 
Willburn family. See IA03--this individual also applied for a tract under the Indian 
Allotment law. See also IA14 and IA15.  These tracts are plotted on the Base Map based on 
the tract map for HF19 (map below) and the 1915 TNF map. It appears that the extended 
Willburn family was trying to block-up tracts of land in this area. 
 
As with most tracts in this area plotting it on the Base Map was problematic—it appears 
that the survey lines in this area have radically changed.  The remains of the structure on 
this tract are located in the general vicinity of the "X" on the Base Map. Also see HF19 for a 
discussion of the homestead entry for Clarence Willburn. The tract was mapped to be a 
compromise between the HE plot map (below) and the contemporary USGS map.  It should 
not be considered as a definitive boundary.  
 
Given the problems with all of the maps in this area and the movement of the property 
lines over the decades, this section of the Base Map simply cannot be plotted with any 
accuracy at all.  It was beyond the scope of this study to further deal with this problem.  
Note that the tract and the adjacent IA tract to the east are plotted with dashed lines to 
indicate that there were problems in plotting these tracts.   
 
Location 
 
The tract is located to the north of Willow Creek and shows up on several maps of the area 
Including the 1931 HV 15' USGS map. The structure is just above the second "W" in Willow 
Creek. Trail HTNF36 is further to west in the section than shown on contemporary USGS 
maps, but generally conforms to the topographical features. Note the location of the 
prominent point just to the northwest of the structure identified on the map. 
 

 
 (A2:23) 
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The 1922 TNF map also shows Willow Creek in the center of S17. 

 

 
(A2: 11) 

Note on the TNF 1951 the survey lines have shifted up to a quarter mile from the 1915 and 
1922 TNF maps.  See for example where Willow Creek crosses the western Section Linin 
section 17.  
 

 
(A2: 16) 

 

That tract shows up as private on the 1977 SRNF map.  This map and the above two maps  
again illustrate the mapping problem.  Note the changes in the Section lines. . 
 

 
(A2: 21b)  
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Homestead Entry 
 
 
Maude Willburn first applied for a homestead entry--H. E. application #368--on September 
16, 1913. This appears to have been an effort by the extended Willburn family to extend 
their inholdings by "blocking up" more national forest lands.  
 
There are a number of letters and correspondence in the hard copy file related to this tract 
of land. Homestead entry record 368 (see hard copy file) has the following information on 
that tract of land.  
 
There were no improvements at the time of the evaluation in 1913. It was noted that "...12 
families resided in this township." This application was filed under the 1906 Homestead 
Act.  
 
The claimant had already acquired 160 acres of land in Section 18 (E ½ SE, S ½ NE) 
adjacent to this parcel to the west. That parcel (IA03) was applied for by James S. Willburn 
(Jr.) for his minor daughter Maude in November of 1894 under the 1887 Indian Allotment 
law. It was approved in February of 1897 and was 160 acres. An archaeological survey of 
that parcel did not locate any historical cultural resources (ARR# 05-10-472). It appears 
that parcel was being used for grazing purposes.   
 
I recorded the site at HA08 (05-10-54-305) in 1986 (see photos and site sketch map 
below). 
 
On December 10, 1913, Maude Willburn made an "Amended Application" for the tract of 
land (HA08) in the SW ¼ of Section 17. On June 29th, 1914, MRRD ranger John Gray filed his 
Report on Forest Homestead Application.  Gray found that: "the entire tract applied for is 
recommended for listing." {See hard copy file.] 
 
This homestead file is incomplete and somewhat confusing (there is a lot of documentation 
related to this tract in the hard copy file). It was listed for homestead entry by the TNF in a 
letter to Maude Willburn dated July 28, 1914.  At the time the survey, property lines for this 
tract were still problematic. The GLO survey, as usual in this area, was off and it is likely 
that trail NTHF-36 (Map 4) led to the parcel improvements (see HTNF trails Base Map 4). 
Note that the tract map (HA08 Map 4) has a trail passing by the east side of this property. 
The ranger also noted a second "old unused trail" passing through the western portion of 
the property.  This old trail headed to the northwest, given its location, it may very well 
have dated to the prehistoric era. 
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Final tract map of land that went to patent. 

Note the "IA" recorded for the tracts to the east and south see IA14 and IA15. 
 
Summary of H.E. Application 389 (the second tract) 

 
Maude Willburn declared entry on December 4, 1913. The Report on Forest Application was 
submitted by Ranger John Gray on June 29, 1914.  A brief summary of relevant information 
is included below (see hard copy file for the complete document). 
 

The nearest wagon road is at the Russ ranch north 3 miles distance...12 
families reside in this township. 
 
The applicant's brother was present and consulted during the examination.  
Wm. [William] Axton of Hoaglin. 
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Sixty acres of the tract consists of open grass land entirely devoid of timber. 
Five acres is covered with a heavy growth of manzanita brush and fifteen 
acres has a cover of black and white oak timber with douglas fir averaging 2 
M ft. per acre. 
 
The applicant in this case has acquired 160 acres of land under the Indian 
Allotment laws, in Section 18, same twp. and range.  The applicant is half-
blood Indian. The entire tract applied for [80 acres] is recommended for 
listing. 

 
 
 
Update to Homestead Entry File in 1929 

 
The following information was contained in a letter dated November 30, 1929, adjusting 
the Indian allotment to the east to confirm to the plat survey in the Maude Willburn 
Homestead file. The confusion over the boundary of this parcel arises from the fact that 
another Homestead Entry Claim for this parcel appears to have been filed in 1928 by 
Clarence Wilburn (HF19). The Homestead Report on this application indicates a house 
18'x24' built of square hewn logs and shake roof with an attached kitchen 12'x15' pole-
framed and shake covered (see site map below). The dimensions of this cabin are close to 
those recorded for this site record (05-10-54-305) for the collapsed cabin on this tract. In 
addition, the cabin logs are large square hewn logs. See images below. 
 
It was noted in that homestead application by the ranger that there were no farming 
implements and in the house only a stove, a few dishes, table, and three old bedsteads, he 
concluded that although this claim had been lived on during the last three years it had the 
appearance of being deserted. Ranger Gray recommended "that no patent be issued." There 
are a number of letters in the hard copy file concerning this issue. 
 
 
 
 
 
Summary of tract status 
 
As noted earlier, the history of how this tract became private land is problematic due to the 
fact the hard copy file is incomplete.  There may be more information in the original 
homestead entry file at the HR office SRNF. 
 
Based on the 1977 SRNF map (A2: 21b), and the fact that there were historic remains on 
the tract (see below) and it was private property when the homestead was recorded in 
1986, it is clear that this land was eventually patented.   
 
This tract was most likely eventually sold to the Travis brothers--see F05 for more on the 
Travis brothers. This supposition, however, needs to be confirmed. At the time this tract 
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was visited in 1986 it was owned by Larry Brown of the Flying Double A Ranch (see Brown 
Land Exchange CRIR 05-10-472).   
 
 
Site Record Summary  
 
When the site (05-10-54-305) was recorded in 1986, it was noted that at that time were 
the remains of a collapsed log cabin--only the SW wall remained partially standing--at 
about 5' in height. The logs were hand-hewn and were 18" or greater in diameter. Among 
the artifacts noted were: "a metal/porcelain plated wash basin, cast iron fry pan, stove 
parts, auger bit, broken glass and porcelain, and bed springs, [with] round nails in the cabin 
logs..."  Although the H.E. record notes a small spring on the site "sufficient for domestic 
use" Only a small spring was noted about 600 meters upslope to the northwest. The area 
generally-- oriented to the SW--was still mostly open oak savanna in 1986.   
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Site Sketch Map 
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Images HA08 

 
View to northwest of cabin remains. 

(T. Keter May 1986) 

 

 
View to northwest of cabin remains. 

(T. Keter May 1986) 
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View to northwest of cabin remains. 

(T. Keter May 1986) 

 

 
View to NW from cabin. 

(May 1986) 
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Homestead Entry File Documents 

(There are additional documents in the hard copy file) 
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