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Maude Willburn Homestead
HFO08 Map 4: T4S, R8E, S 17
See also HF19.

Maude Willburn was the daughter of James S. Willburn (Jr.). See BO5 for a biography of the
Willburn family. See IA03--this individual also applied for a tract under the Indian
Allotment law. See also IA14 and IA15. These tracts are plotted on the Base Map based on
the tract map for HF19 (map below) and the 1915 TNF mabp. It appears that the extended
Willburn family was trying to block-up tracts of land in this area.

As with most tracts in this area plotting it on the Base Map was problematic—it appears
that the survey lines in this area have radically changed. The remains of the structure on
this tract are located in the general vicinity of the "X" on the Base Map. Also see HF19 for a
discussion of the homestead entry for Clarence Willburn. The tract was mapped to be a
compromise between the HE plot map (below) and the contemporary USGS map. It should
not be considered as a definitive boundary.

Given the problems with all of the maps in this area and the movement of the property
lines over the decades, this section of the Base Map simply cannot be plotted with any
accuracy at all. It was beyond the scope of this study to further deal with this problem.
Note that the tract and the adjacent IA tract to the east are plotted with dashed lines to
indicate that there were problems in plotting these tracts.

Location

The tract is located to the north of Willow Creek and shows up on several maps of the area
Including the 1931 HV 15' USGS map. The structure is just above the second "W" in Willow
Creek. Trail HTNF36 is further to west in the section than shown on contemporary USGS
maps, but generally conforms to the topographical features. Note the location of the
prominent point just to the northwest of the structure identified on the map.
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The 1922 TNF map also shows Willow Creek in the center of S17.

\

L}

(A2: 11)
Note on the TNF 1951 the survey lines have shifted up to a quarter mile from the 1915 and

1922 TNF maps. See for example where Willow Creek crosses the western Section Linin
section 17.

That tract shows up as private on the 1977 SRNF map. This map and the above two maps
again illustrate the mapping problem. Note the changes in the Section lines. .
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Homestead Entry

Maude Willburn first applied for a homestead entry--H. E. application #368--on September
16, 1913. This appears to have been an effort by the extended Willburn family to extend
their inholdings by "blocking up" more national forest lands.

There are a number of letters and correspondence in the hard copy file related to this tract
of land. Homestead entry record 368 (see hard copy file) has the following information on
that tract of land.

There were no improvements at the time of the evaluation in 1913. It was noted that "...12
families resided in this township." This application was filed under the 1906 Homestead
Act.

The claimant had already acquired 160 acres of land in Section 18 (E % SE, S %2 NE)
adjacent to this parcel to the west. That parcel (IA03) was applied for by James S. Willburn
(Jr.) for his minor daughter Maude in November of 1894 under the 1887 Indian Allotment
law. It was approved in February of 1897 and was 160 acres. An archaeological survey of
that parcel did not locate any historical cultural resources (ARR# 05-10-472). It appears
that parcel was being used for grazing purposes.

[ recorded the site at HA08 (05-10-54-305) in 1986 (see photos and site sketch map
below).

On December 10, 1913, Maude Willburn made an "Amended Application" for the tract of
land (HAO08) in the SW % of Section 17. On June 29th, 1914, MRRD ranger John Gray filed his
Report on Forest Homestead Application. Gray found that: "the entire tract applied for is
recommended for listing." {See hard copy file.]

This homestead file is incomplete and somewhat confusing (there is a lot of documentation
related to this tract in the hard copy file). It was listed for homestead entry by the TNF in a
letter to Maude Willburn dated July 28, 1914. At the time the survey, property lines for this
tract were still problematic. The GLO survey, as usual in this area, was off and it is likely
that trail NTHF-36 (Map 4) led to the parcel improvements (see HTNF trails Base Map 4).
Note that the tract map (HA08 Map 4) has a trail passing by the east side of this property.
The ranger also noted a second "old unused trail" passing through the western portion of
the property. This old trail headed to the northwest, given its location, it may very well
have dated to the prehistoric era.
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Final tract map of land that went to patent.
Note the "[A" recorded for the tracts to the east and south see IA14 and IA15.

Summary of H.E. Application 389 (the second tract)

Maude Willburn declared entry on December 4, 1913. The Report on Forest Application was
submitted by Ranger John Gray on June 29, 1914. A brief summary of relevant information

is included below (see hard copy file for the complete document).

The nearest wagon road is at the Russ ranch north 3 miles distance...12
families reside in this township.

The applicant's brother was present and consulted during the examination.
Wm. [William] Axton of Hoaglin.
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Sixty acres of the tract consists of open grass land entirely devoid of timber.
Five acres is covered with a heavy growth of manzanita brush and fifteen
acres has a cover of black and white oak timber with douglas fir averaging 2
M ft. per acre.

The applicant in this case has acquired 160 acres of land under the Indian
Allotment laws, in Section 18, same twp. and range. The applicant is half-
blood Indian. The entire tract applied for [80 acres] is recommended for
listing.

Update to Homestead Entry File in 1929

The following information was contained in a letter dated November 30, 1929, adjusting
the Indian allotment to the east to confirm to the plat survey in the Maude Willburn
Homestead file. The confusion over the boundary of this parcel arises from the fact that
another Homestead Entry Claim for this parcel appears to have been filed in 1928 by
Clarence Wilburn (HF19). The Homestead Report on this application indicates a house
18'x24' built of square hewn logs and shake roof with an attached kitchen 12'x15' pole-
framed and shake covered (see site map below). The dimensions of this cabin are close to
those recorded for this site record (05-10-54-305) for the collapsed cabin on this tract. In
addition, the cabin logs are large square hewn logs. See images below.

It was noted in that homestead application by the ranger that there were no farming
implements and in the house only a stove, a few dishes, table, and three old bedsteads, he
concluded that although this claim had been lived on during the last three years it had the
appearance of being deserted. Ranger Gray recommended "that no patent be issued." There
are a number of letters in the hard copy file concerning this issue.

Summary of tract status

As noted earlier, the history of how this tract became private land is problematic due to the
fact the hard copy file is incomplete. There may be more information in the original
homestead entry file at the HR office SRNF.

Based on the 1977 SRNF map (A2: 21b), and the fact that there were historic remains on
the tract (see below) and it was private property when the homestead was recorded in
1986, it is clear that this land was eventually patented.

This tract was most likely eventually sold to the Travis brothers--see FO5 for more on the
Travis brothers. This supposition, however, needs to be confirmed. At the time this tract

5
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was visited in 1986 it was owned by Larry Brown of the Flying Double A Ranch (see Brown
Land Exchange CRIR 05-10-472).

Site Record Summary

When the site (05-10-54-305) was recorded in 1986, it was noted that at that time were
the remains of a collapsed log cabin--only the SW wall remained partially standing--at
about 5' in height. The logs were hand-hewn and were 18" or greater in diameter. Among
the artifacts noted were: "a metal/porcelain plated wash basin, cast iron fry pan, stove
parts, auger bit, broken glass and porcelain, and bed springs, [with] round nails in the cabin
logs..." Although the H.E. record notes a small spring on the site "sufficient for domestic
use" Only a small spring was noted about 600 meters upslope to the northwest. The area
generally-- oriented to the SW--was still mostly open oak savanna in 1986.
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Images HAO8

ISR
View to northwest of cabin remains.
(T. Keter May 1986)

(T. Keter May 1986)
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View to northwest of cabin remains.
(T. Keter May 1986)

View to NW from cabin.
(May 1986)
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Homestead Entry File Documents
(There are additional documents in the hard copy file)

A '(*
wEorm=sss - UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE DQC (C/ / ();
FOREST SERVICE
o

(//Q«_e/MZ’M/i///fx{?/é&/c; A7
/,,,/,/ ; ,J

APPLICATION UNDER ACT OF .!,UNE 11, 1906. .
TR Vil

7

THE DIsTRICT FORESTER,

SaNx Fraxcisco, (AL

I hereby make application for the examination and listing, under the Aect of June 11, 1906, of
R ,
the following-described ‘?u]s in the________ /«.}/Lzz—m i 7 ~National Forest,
T 2 Ll 7y P L) 7

( 7 ai ,-u}{-o_v.ul,:i\.?',ln)uz.;{lng}i}-.nuln- sion and o s { {/{‘1‘ e
LA o7

for, : W .4..,,)‘..4 vange, 1f the Lind is unsaey
R 1 L=4

natweal /7

p. A Shaaais
objectstreams, or improvemeits, with bouidary lines suiciently definite to identify the kund, <o that the examiner may ensily locate it,  When convenient, submit

sketch of the land on the township plat, lust page.) T e

I am entitled to make entry under the homestead laws and the Act of June 11, 1906. T have

actually been upon the land above described and believe it to be chiefly valuable for agriculture,

‘ *’/ /OV.;,F’:(J, ,’I,

the date of se llI( cmet )l or the Al ate of the examination, the ch
g 2 4 7
V»;\—(/ﬂ/é-—t—/,¢, Gllee /'9 «/‘/""V
ifany, aud the amouut of cleare 1[7

<
having settled upon it (or examined it)_

> mprovements,

a7 Ko e oo

75 0 2

Appluant

Note.—II the applicant, upon the request of the Forest officer detailed to examine the land, will accompany him, it will
usually facilitate the examination. All applicants are cautioned against irresponsible and untrustworthy *“locators.”” Only
agricultural lands can be listed, and every applicant should satisfy himself, before applying or incurring any unnecessary
expense, that the lands are agricuitural.
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I
frinity-Setileuent Sentember 11, 1910.
© L]

Willbuyn,liovde 060

iiiss Meude Willburn,
Hoaglin, Celifornia.

" Dear lMadan:

Your application for the exanminstion snid listing
of the 3% 50 See, 8, Wi Hw, S% ¥ Seoc. 17, 2 4 3, 28 %, H
M, in the Trinitr Jationnl Torest, was reccived september
11, and is zccepted.

"he Sunervisor has been requested {to make an ex-
aminetion of this tract, and if it is lound {o be chiefly
veluable for agricvlture and not needed for p?%lic use, it
will be listed with the Secretary oi the ln;e}ior and op-
oned to seitloment and enlry.

If the report shows that the land is chiefly vealu-
ahlé for esrioculture, you may obtain frow the sorest Suver-
visor at Veaverville a froc permit to occupy cnd improve the

land, pendipg its opening to entry in the local land office.

You will be duly notified of the action taken upon

your apnlication.

Very truly yours,
: 'ro 8 Brotss:
sotinz aAssigstant District Forester.
lf;}C

Supervisors Copy

11
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Trinity, Settlement December 11, 1913,
willturn, Heuwde ;309

I'ies Meude Willburn,
Hosglin, California,
Dear Kadan:

Your application for {he examination and listing

4

of the S% NW, K% SW, Sec. 17, T 4 5, 1 8

5, H ¥, in the

4+

Trinity lationel Forest wag received Decenber 10,
TN0-Bh gl Coedlis AnclUudedF=4n-youx
plicatiocun (5368) wiioh was xejecied ior the zeasbon.thas, the
land was reported as not canlefly vuluable for agri
I regret to inform youw, u:crefore, that your application
for that eres must again be rcjectedl.
ou heve bean recorded for Whe Nl TW, Sec. 17 and
ney, i1f you wish, amend your applicatioun to ineclude of&cr
conflguous arees of vacznt nublic land, “he enclosed plet
shovie the present statusof the land in kot loczlity.
Pleave inform this cofficoe of your wishes in the
netter within 30 deys,

Viaws & 55 SR AT
very a.l’lllj Jouis,

Bnelosure. Aceting Assistant Distrioet Forester,
For Lupcivisor

12
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United States Department Of Agriculture
Forest Service

REPORT ON FOREST HOMESTIAD APPLICATIOR
LR R R SR R LA R R AR AR S DR Rk d Bad £ SA kAL i LR RS2l SELRRE AR AR ATt AR SRl Ra by DEEAE- X 3
Application No. 389. Trinity National Forest.

%Willburn, laude 5. Hoaglin, Trinity County, California.

GERERAL DECCRIPTICH.

1, Location:

(a) Applied for, eighty (80) acres.

(b) N 1/2 of the sW, of Section 17, T 4 S, R 8 E, H.M,

(c) This tract is cituated North of a small creek known as
Tillow Creek, in the North Fork of Eel rivor watershed. This
river is Vest about 1l mile distance. The nearest wagon
is at Russes' ranch, Worth 3 miles distance. The anly
meang of reaching this trsct at present, is over a rough
mountainous trail. Covelo in ¥endocinu County is the nocare
est town of importance, and is 30 miles distant. TFort Seward
on the ¥. W. P. Railroad, is Vest 30 riles distant, the
nearest railroad point. 12 families reside in this township.

2. Settlerment:

(a) ‘There has been no settlement made on tha tract.

(b) MNo irprovements, live stock or crops. Illowever, stock graze
the lands during the greater part of the year, stock owned
by heipghboring stockmen.

(¢) Grazing, is the only purpose to which these lands have beman
put in the past. They are good average grazing lands.

3. Claims:

(a) There 18 nc conflicting claims to this land.

4. Climate:

(a) UYoderate. Averare annual precipitation 55 to 80 inches, .3/4
rainfall, 1/4 snowfall. The dry scason usually extends from

-y
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June 1 to Octobver 15, Trhe rainy season October 15 to
June 1 .

(b) Greatest summer heat 105°® F.H. Extreme winter cold 10°
ubove.,  CGrowing cecason March 15 to Aupust 15, for gardens
extending lator. Killing froste last occur about Yay 15
and cgalin occur about October 15, with possible excoptions.

(c) Hay crops, fruit and vegotubles.

55 pub¥to’abai

(a) 'the tract 1s not needed for administrative purpoces, or for
any public use. It has never heen posted.

(v) ®o needoed excentions for roads,‘trails, tolephone lines
. or Tor any other purpaose. Ro tralils or roads cross the
tract. .

{

(c) The tract has no relation to a drivable stroar.

(d) The tract dces not include or control any reservoir site

~ --wvaluable for pawer, irriration or water supply. ‘The tract
deces not for a part of & cit¢ capable of power development.,
Form 107 is omitted.

(e) The tract is not noceasary in the protsction of a watershed
or of a citys water supply.

LISTABLE LANDS.

8. Location and Acreage:

(&) The description of land exemined and recormiended is identical
with the descrintlicn under paragrarh 1. The tract does not
adloin any claime bLut adjoing patented lands on the last and
adjoins patented lande for 1/4 mile on its tiorth and South
boundarics. Ho srall areas of National VNorest land will be
isolated or serarated from the main body of Forest land.

(b) Area, sighty (90) acres.

(c) The applicants brother was present and consulted during
- the examination. ¥m. Axton, of Hoaglin, California.

7. Topography and Soll:

(a) The ontire temact 1s mountainous, considerable of which hes
roderate slopes. The average slope of the entire tract
taken as a whole is about 10 per cent.

-0
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80 aores of the tract will vermit of cultivation. The tract
has a Southern exposure,™ The surface ig steep snd rough in
the east portion bordering on Willow Creck. , In the 8W

corner there is also some steep rough lends, in all about
20 acres.

(b) The gentle slcpes are free of rock in any form. Bordering
tho creel and rougher lands, probably 10 acres in a1}, there
out crops of rock, meetly of a pray porfory nature.

(c) The soil is of a gray sand loan and appears to be of a
considerable depth. Mo subsoil noted. A zeood cron of
native grascoesg is frowing over the greater part of the area,
the soil retains sufficient moisture during the summer
monthes t6 wature hay crops end Frain of many varieties but
1s not well suited for fardening.

(d) A orall spring will afford sufficient water for dorestic

rurpcese.,  Theore 1s no water available for irripgation. Yo
chance Lo develon water for this Pirpose.

8. Agriculture Value:

(a) The aretle land, (50 acred) will fgrow pond crope of hay,
ruch as wheat, ouits, barloy and rye, it will alan rrow
tirothy or narchord grass. Theze sraing and Trasgas are

grown on ainilar land in this cume locality and are enid to
preoduce from 1 1/2 to £ tons of hay per acre. Thero is only
& enall local demand for hay grown. oy when sold usually
brinfe ebout £20.0C ner ton. No trarnsportation facilities,
no chancs to cell nroduce elesewhere.

(b) The arable land 1s in rost part treeless, oren fgrags lands.
Lbout two acres covered with manzanite brush the cost of
clearing would be 320.00 per acre. Ireparing the opren lands
for tilling would be very little, they are now roady for
the plow.

(c) In its rresent condition the land is worth about %7.00 nepr
acre., 1 fully improved for cultivation, according to sales,
it will be worth zhout £12.00 to 15,00 ner acre.

1 = " T ¥ign
Q. Fereet Velue:

(a) Sixty acres of the tract consists of opren grass land entire-
1y devoid cf timter. Fivo acres is covered with a heavy
growth of menzanite brush and ¥ifteen acres has a cover of
black and white oak timior with douglas fir averaging ¢ Y.,
ft. LSele.por acre. On the entire tract there is, =0

r
- o

15
solararch.org



HFO08

ft. .M., dourlas fir timber, and is probably worth
$45.00, Thiz srall amount of timber can be used in the
develornment of the clain, Cok tirrer on the tract will
averace 7 corde per acre on tre tirbered portion, a total
for the whole tract of 1CH cords. “he ecak Lirber is
ratbher scrubLy and has no valus execent for no}dwond. The .
fir tirwer is rather rough and in age will avoerare about
100 vsars. The flr tiroar apnearse to no sound.

(b) Five acrea of douglas fir renrciuction in the ¥ corner,
the 'average ago of this reprnduction ig 10 yeare and it
will run aocout 300 seedlings to the acre.

10. Cther Factorsa: No other factors considered. Tiue applicant
in this case has acquired 160 acres of land under the Indian
AdYotment Laws, in sectlion 18, =zame twp. and range. The
apalieant te-a half blood Indlan.

NONLISTanLE LANLS.

The entiro tract apnliedi for ile recommended for listing.

43 o

ey
keenectfully Hubmitted,
June &, 1514, Yorest Ranger.

Approved qaxwpgf&q\_1914,

W. A Hucstls,

Forest Supervisor.

16
solararch.org



HFO08

Lo R MAP SHEET
/‘/ Za‘/fili-(\lf— (/;f)‘/ez;/c7/ d = e a P
/7{:[&«41:77_.,%#4{. No. . B RP . RS A..4.,._A..../4::/_/,24(41:"%___“_.Naiional Forest.

Division =i i Sidns St nl il District .. Kars 42117,/(/, BlotK oz it
ey Sy R AT e T 7 .........,.~/7./JA.. M., Section . 42 ..., Quarter..Afi)‘L’lC._

7 e PO st ; = mile.

* Mapped by "J#f'/*‘@ﬂﬁﬁ“g‘“#f—c‘%ﬁ-%l;}o(r_ Scale S inches mile

% /?-V\-f

0/087I6?r‘4u‘d' e c,/ |

[:_j Foseg Yoy Th | Ko et 2{’/{, a’/%,/,Lez—am*w % 7 cordlir of O "/; fesiocre
L 405 %/rz'aq/f b A ad u-7 | i

W o6 se Kezhe |

“u 1 O AP Lsrve o \r.\]rrty ¥ aw Ty

) Comols rely rowyr Afe oreg
24, 5 CUERR b ar= it &8 Py 7 A D VS f

g M=o ; : T
£ i |

17
solararch.org



HFO08

Trinity, Setiloment,
iilliburn, waude, 339,

/

July 18, 1914

The Honorable, .
The Secratary of the Interior,
Sir: |
I have the honor to requast that the following de-
seribed land (List 5-23530) in thae Trinity lational Forest,
Califorala, which has hoen sxuminad a&nd is shiefly valuable
for agricultum mnd in wny opinion may be ascuniad for agri-
sultural nurnoses without injury to thas Hationel Forest and
waich is nnt neadad for nublic PREDOSAI, e opanad to sattle-
wont and entry in accordsnco with the ‘ot of June 11, 1908,
{34 Stat,, 243);
sureda Lamt ristriect,
Township 4 south, Hange A8 sast, HEambholdg ~oridisn,
bection 17,- i/f¢ 5w,
Araa, 80 acrss,
The above describad tract is listed to Hande Will-
turn, of Hoaglin, Galifornia.
Yery respectfully,

C. 7, s
2/ Acting B ik
ian of Fiobf Offean Az
,/’
18
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A
Trinity - Settlement
#illbura, lavde, 389

Miss Maude 7illburn, > :
Hoaglin, Californiac. July 28, 1914,

Daa. v 3 oo ™ - 1 32 s
%agﬁpiery gled to inform you thel ORsgepsery s pdfl
Voeses a0+ ess acres of the tract of land applied Tor by ypu
.under the Act of June 11, 1908, described as follows, were

listed with the Secretary of the lnterior to he declared cpen

tn csettlement and entry:

- Township 4 South, Renge 8 Lagt, Humboldt leridien,

w1

‘Beetdomn 1Y, Iy OW.

1 further,infcrmatiqn‘éoncerning this tract may be or -
tained fpom the Commissioner of the General Land Office, Wash-
ington, D» Co In %rifing fg? information you should refer to
'List.No. Fggggggm. and giye the rneame of;the epplicant, Your
leocal Land coffice willmnotify'you when your entry can be ac-
cepted, and yéu are‘CQutioned-againét innicuring any unnecescary
expense toward riling on thne Land until -ycu receive notice Irom

the Land office that it is subject to entry.

Very truly yours,
Ascistant District Forester.

ABR

19
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523 s g
 digyy, 5 SR~
ey, ~¢, Vag L S, VIS

k;"" : i N"Iﬁ,,'
\{_,,? ]:P E. (FEN 19 Lra
k ‘: L I /

/ { 1 dUray, o "~

July 2, 1914,

L
Trinity, Settlamant,
#1llbum, Maude, 330,

Wiss Maude Willhuwrn,

Hoaglin, Galifornia,
bear Madam;

Refarence is nmde t- lMr, Brothers® lettar of
Leceamber 11, 1913.

fl‘he land for which you are of record in the
Trinity lationmnl Forest has bheen sxsmined snd found
to be listable and will be recommendad for listing,

You will ke duly informed of the action

taken,

Very truly yours,

Acting District Forester,

20
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it oy " £ "
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b
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