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Fannie Powell Willburn Homestead Entry 
 
HF06 Map 7: T4S, R8E, S20, S29. 
 
H.E. #369 (on file HR SRNF) (Second file number H.E. 15342 Sacramento Land Office) 
 
Fannie Willburn then applied for a second parcel of 40 acres just to the east on July 3, 1914: 
H.E. #390.  See HF07 for more details. 
 
The history of this tract is problematic. The contents of this file (see hard copy file HF06) 
are incomplete; there may be further documents in the HE files at the HR office SRNF.  
There are, however, a number of documents regarding this claim. See also IA02 and HF01. 
 
There is a significant amount of information on Fannie Willburn who was at the time living 
with her family immediately to the north of this tract --for a discussion of her living in this 
area in the early 1900s and for census records related to Fannie Willburn and her family 
see HF01.  See B02 for more information on the Willburn Family.  
 
A note in one homestead file for a tract of land that did not get listed (see file F. R. Powell 
T4S, R8E S 7/8) indicates that in the spring of 1907 the original applicant for this tract of 
land F. R. Powell: "went to Round Valley...to shear sheep and was killed on the 16th day of 
May 1907..." A sworn affidavit by Fannie Willburn states that Powell was married but 
divorced and was living alone on the homestead he declared entry.  
 
Robert Powell's mother was Ellen Powell—see the Powellville (Blocksburg) 1880 census 
(A3: 1880), and Irene Stapp interview (A6: I#361, I#448). There is a hand-written letter in 
Powell's file indicating that Fannie Willburn filed entry for this parcel as an heir of Robert 
Powell, who was her brother.  He had made entry (H.E. 5431) on this tract in 1907 but died 
before the tract was listed 
 
A letter in the file dated September 11, 1913, noted that a portion of the tract H.E. #369 
applied for was already "patented by James E. Willburn on January 10, 1913 (HF01). An 
amended application was then submitted. A letter in the file dated November 20, 1913 
indicates that "120 acres have been found to be chiefly valuable for agriculture and will be 
recommended for listing" (as Plotted on Base Map). 
 
There were no improvements on the land at the time entry was declared.  It appears this 
entry was an effort to "block up" a larger tract of land by combining it with the James 
Willburn tract (HF01).  Refer to the hard copy file for a copy of the Report on Forest 
Homestead Application report.  It contains a description of the area. There was no listing of 
any improvements. 
 
A note in the file (see jpg below) indicates that "Settlement No. 369 ...Land Restored to 
entry, effective May 14, 1914. 
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Restored to Entry May 14, 1914 

 
 
Note that the 1915 TNF maps does not show the tract as private property.  
 
  

 
1915 TNF map.  

(A2: 28) 
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The 1977 SRNF map appears to show the tract as private property. It is plotted this way on 
the Base Map.  Mor eresearch will be needed to determine the chain of ownership for this 
tract. 
 

 
(A2: 21b) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Map HF06: H.E. #369 tract map for HE NOV 17,1913 below 
Note that the 40 acre tract in Section 20 was dropped due to its not being considered 

"agricultural lands." 
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Various Documents in the HE file 

The hard copy file contains additional documents. 

 

Fannie Willburn Letter 
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