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Thomas Duncan Homestead
HFO05 Map 7: T5S, R7E, S3

There is a hard copy file for this entry.

It appears that the Caution Post Office (F20c Location #3) was located on this property at
the junction of trails HTNF43 and HTNF43 spur A. Some consultant information places the
post office further south on the Church Willburn Ranch—see F20c entry for a discussion of
this problem.

Plotting this tract was very difficult and the Base Map is plotted to reflect the changes in
property lines discussed below and to conform to the 1977 SRNF map since it shows the
improvements on private property. It encompasses both the HE and the earlier portion of
the John Duncan place (see also Lowden's 1894 map)

John and Polly Duncan were among the earliest settlers on Long Ridge. Their son, Tom
Duncan, filed for entry on June 13, 1914, under the 1906 Forest Service Homestead Act
(H.A. #439). For more information on the extended Duncan family see B06.

This document focuses on the homestead application filed under the NFHA. Several trails
including HTNF-08, HTNF-43 and the Tom Duncan Mailbox Trail (HTNF-05) connect this
homestead to the west with Long Ridge, south to the Church Willburn place, and to points
east of the NFER.

The original GLO survey was very inaccurate and has caused numerous problems for this
tract of land and the Duncan family. Contemporary surveys showed that the location of the
original John and Polly Duncan homestead was located further to the east as shown on the
Lowden's 1894 map (below). It appears everything, after surveys were updated, was
shifted to the west at least a quarter mile.

As noted earlier, it was plotted on the Base Map to encompass the home and barn—as
described in the homestead entry (Appendix 1 below) since the need to file for homestead
entry on this tract in 1906 was because the improvements in the original homestead entry
(see Map 1) claimed by his father John Duncan in the 1870s (see B06) were on national
forest lands (see HE below). In addition, it appears that this entry was an effort expand the
size of their homestead and to claim adjacent lands further to the west.

Lowden's 1894 map places most of the J. D. Duncan tract to the east of the NFER. This later
was changed during a new cadastral survey and tract moved further to the west.



Lowden's 1894 survey map: most of the tract is to the east of the NFER.
In later maps the tract was shifted further to the west after new surveys.
(A2:05)
The 1915 TNF map places most of the ]J. Duncan tract to the west of the river.
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1915 TNF map showing most the tract to the west of the river.

The tract boundaries are plotted on the Base Map to reflect the property boundaries as
shown on the 1977 SRNF map HT05 Map 2.
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Tom Duncan Homestead Entry

The Report on Forest Homestead Application dated September 29, 1914 (see HF05
Appendix 1) notes that;

Settlement was made prior to creation of the Forest. The applicants father
John Duncan (now deceased) settled on these lands over forty years ago. It
was recently determined by survey that the father, having entered and made
final proof on lands other than those occupied by him.

It was listed as open for entry on October 14, 1914.

John Duncan and family were among the earliest settlers to homestead on Long Ridge --
dating to the 1870s. This was before the area was surveyed so they likely first "squatted"
on the land. At the time the entry was filed, this was a substantial homestead with a house
and number of out buildings and a vineyard with about 1,000 vines and 25 to 30 fruit trees;
see HF05 Appendix 1 for a description of the improvements and other details on the
homestead.

A 40 acre portion of the applied for tract was found to not qualify for listing (see plot map
below). A letter in the file shows that the GLO listed the 120 acre tract on April 29, 1915.

It is not clear when the tract it was patented, but there may be more records in the
homestead file at the HR office SRNF.

Plot Map of the Tract of land applied for—note it does not match
contemporary Section lines!!!
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Appendix 1 Homestead Entry File

s 5, 5 Forest Service

4 ol ‘;Lf 2 , e L, Ty
Trinity - Settlement, - , o ey T

Duncan, T. G. H.A.#489, g e
SPEEY | v,

REPORT ON FOREST HOKTSTEAD APPLICATION
GENERAL DESERIPTION

1. Locaticggh
(2) Applip@ for 160 acres. Reported on 180 acres.

(b) Deseribved as follows; SW NE, N¥ SE end E 1/2 SH, Section
31, T4 5, R 8 E, H.I,

(o) These lands sre situated on the East slope of a rountain,
locally known ae Long Ridge. In the watershed of the ¥orth
Fork.of Eel River, and the land is situated about one half
mile distance from this stream. The nearsst postoffice and
wagon road is in Hoaglin Valley, 7 mile in a K¥ direction.
The tract is reached only by means of rough mountain trails.
The region is sparsely settled, 5 familied within 4 miles

digtanaﬁgé Alder Polnt on the N¥ Pacifie Railroad is approx.

268 riles distance.

2. Settlément::

(a) Sgtidement was made prior te the creation of the Forest.
The applicant'se father John Duncan (now deceased) settled
pn. these lands over forty years ago, Iinfaect the applicant
wag born and raised on the place. It was recently determined
by survey that the father (John Duncan) was mistaken in the
‘description of his lands, having entered and made finesl
proof on lands other than those occupied by him.

(b) Improvenents consiet of a frame house, 1 1/2 storvs 24'x 30!,

. 7 or 8 rooms.,” Building is old, its probable value is $200.00
A frame barn (very old) 20' x 30! walls 18' with two 14!
shed on sides. probable value £150.00 A log store house

~10' x 14' walls 8'* Probable value $50.00. Poultry house
and other outbuildings worth probably $25.00 to £30.00
There is also approx. 80 rode of picket fencing comparatively
new, worth about £1.00 per rod,  There is also a vineyard /
gf 1000 vines, 25 to 30 frult tress (25 to 32 years of age)
The irprovements were all built by the Duncan family, no
other claim known tc exist.

&, Claims:

(¢) ¥o claims known other than those of the Duncan family.
-l
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(e)
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P ﬂ}"{;%:\v_"iﬂ,,“‘:, y
, Climate:
v—f*%?‘ S

() Moderate. Average annual precipitation B5 to 60 inches,

PR

1/5 snowfall, 2/3 rainfall.  The dry ssason usually extends
from June 1 to October l., with occassional showers through
the months of June and September. The wet season extends
over the remaining part of the year. : :

GreiﬁBst sumrer heat rarely exceeds 105° Extrere winter
gold rarely below 20° above zere. Killing frosts last
gccur about Nay 15 and seldom again oeccur before October
20 ‘ . 4 o

Hay crops of all kinds and fruits and vegetables of wany
varieties can be grown.

5. Public Uses:

(a)

(v)

(e)
(d)

(e)

The tract is not needed for administrative purposes, or for
any public use. It has never been posted.

Ro neéﬁed exceptions for roads, trails, telephone lines or
for any other purposes.

The tract has no relation to a drivable stream.

The tract dcoee not include or control any reservoir sites
valuable for power, irrigation or water supply. The tract
does not form & part of a Bite sultable for power devel-
cpment. Form 107 is omitted.

The tract is not necessaryvfnx in the protection of a
watershed cor & city's water supply.

LISTABLE LAND,

1. Location and acreage:

(a)

(b)
(c)

Described as follows; S 1/2 S¥ NE, N¥ SE, ¥ 1/2 NE SE, and
SE 8F, Section 81, T 4 3, R 8 E, H.M, Ko other claims

ad jacent to the tract. The tract is joined by patented
lands along its western boundaries (see attached map). WNe
Ko smanll areas of Hational Forest land would be isolated
or separated from the main body of Forest land.

Area, 120 acres.

The appliéant was present and ceconsulted during this examinat-
ion.

e
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M;Aphy and Soil:

The Qniira tract is mountainous, although situated on
moderate slopes at an elevation ranging from 1750' lowest

te 2180' highest. The tract has a sSouth and SEcexposure
tus. in most part is an East exposure.

() Very Little loose surface rock noted. A few ocut crops of
solld rosck. but will not cover an area greater than two
aeres, on the recommended area. :

(¢) The 'general character of the soil is a dark gray sand loan,

] and considerable ef the s0il on the more level like pertions
(probebly 20 acres) the soill is a black loam. The surface soil
appears to have conslderable depth but few places noted
where the subsoil was visible; where found (at a depth of Sor
8 f1.) it was a yellowish clay. The soil ocultivated sprears

to grow fair orops wlthout lrrigation, notwithstanding the
land has besn annually oropped for many years.

(e) Theré is three ratheér bold springs on and near the tract,
these eprings afford sufficient water to irripgate 7br 8

acres of land., Ho chance to develop other water for irrie
gation.

8. Agricuitural Value:

(a) Approximetely 60 acres of the 120 acres recommended for list-
ing c¢an be cultivated to paying crops after the brush has
been removed., The land will grow good average crops of hay
and on the level benches where there is considerable moisturse
excellant gardeng can be grown. The land without irrigation
produces about 1 1/2 tons of hay per acre. There are no
transportation facllities, crops grown on the traet would
necessarilly have to be fed tc stesk on the place. Wo market
for hay in the nsar vicinity.

(b) The average cost of clearing end otherwise preparing the
brueh covered portions for cultivation will be about £15.00
per acre. - The applicant could probahly do the werk himself,
The rrobable market value of the land after improving for
cultivation will not exceed 10 dollars per sacre, Jjudging
from sales in this locality, whieh have been for grazing

(¢) purposes exclusively. Such sales, the prevailing price paid
has been £5.00 to $#7.00 per acre.

$. Forest Value:

(a) Porty five acres of the tract is covered with a scattering
stand of scrubby Black Oak, ¥hite Oak, and Vedrenegzwith a
very scattering stand of Douglas Fip and Yellow Pine. Thias
area will run about 4 cords of cordwood per acre and 4 M ft.

w
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!

dohig. Tir and yellow pine, about 1/8 doug. fir and 1/2

ysllow pine, The remaining part of the tract ls slmost
. .entirely oren grass and cultivated land. On the entire
arsa there is about 180 ¥ ft.Z.N. dourlas fir and yellow pime,
/- 4te value is approximately $1.50 per ¥ ft. te total
' walue veing $270.00. In addition to the sbove timber there
7 /48 250 cords of cordwood, this is of little value at
" Ahie time. There is no visible chance to dispose of

‘éhis timber for a leng time to come, the region is very

inacessible. The average age of the fir and pine timber
'~1g_abcqp_150vygara. ‘The timber appears to be sound.

{b) Reproduction ¢f fir and pine found scattering over about
. @ acres in the 8¥ portlon, will approximate 150 seedlings
.,.,;fvpgr aore and /its average age is 7 years.

b S oo g s e e

/' RONLISTABLE,LANDS.

6. Location and Acfaage:

(a) H.1/2 s¥ HE and E 1/2 NE SE, eection 31, T 4 8, R 8 E, H.N.
for other information, see paragraph 8 of this report
describling the listable lands.

(b) Area, 40 acres.

(e) The appiicant was present and consulited at the time of
examination by the examiner Mr. 4. A, Shields, Assistant
Forest Renger.

7. Tonography and Soil:

{(a) The land is mountainous and broken by numerous swall rildges
and land slides. The degree of slope will average about
20. A gensyral east exposure. '

(b) Roek in loose and solid form is found over the greater
rart of this area.

{(¢) The soil in most part a light gray sand loam intermixed
with shale or broken rock. Where the land slides have
ocurred the soil is a mixture of yellow and blus clay.

The land ie very dry, has no pessible value for cultivation.

(d) There is no water on this tract available Tor irrigation
and none could be developed.

8. Agricultural Value:

() The tract affords some browse feed for the pastuerage cof
stock but very little grass. Due to the character of the

-de
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"sbil,ritevdrynaas eto. roughness of topography and lack
-pf available water for irrigation, the entire tract has
no possible value for agriculture. -
(b)'Tho cost of eélearing the land, grubbing éﬁo., would be
. a8t ledst £15300 per acre, and the land would be of no

% rgreatew value when cleared. It is too ranghﬁnd rocky to
'ffﬁba cultivated, :

(c)”ﬁe"valuo iha*ev&r for cultivation, Ho similar land under
';’oultivation. ¥o similsr lend sold unless small portions
1n,ennnection with the better quality @f lande.

S

s &

. Fnrest Valua: 3k

(a) Tho 19nd in mbat part has & seattaring cover of Live oak,

s scrub white oak and manzanita brush. This will average
‘about & cords of cordwood per acre. A total of 100 eords
¥ 220 o ‘the brush covered portions. The cordwood under vpresent
‘gonditions has no market value. HNo timber of the better
'épecies on the tract. :

(b) KQ\rwg &,mnthﬂet £ir or pinq found.

it )/ R
\‘ H
\

N iR John 7. Gray.
Respectfully Submitted, Forsst Ranger.
gSeptembor 2%, 1914. '

Apprc?ad l 57/27‘7 1814.
; s
' ‘. ll. ﬂ. ‘001":_1;:/,!’11}!:4’.
24z, . Forest Supervisor.
9
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Additional Documents in the Homestead Entry File

Ruth, Celifornia.

L
Trinity - fettlement, Sept. 2%, 1914,
D‘lncan, T- Go #439- -
WEMORANDUY
i Statement of time spent in making field examinastien

and report in the above settlement case.

Field

§. A. Shields Asst. Ranger. Sept. 11, 4 1/2 hours( , ¢¢
] it t 1 :

L 12, 4 1/2 *
WL H, Atkeson Forest Guard. " 11, & 1/2 " 2 8
) It n 1t " 12, 4 1/2 n /9/’/
§ o3
Total 18 hours
Office
S. A, Shields Asst. Foreest Ranger Sept. 16, 1 hour. /3V
J. T. Gray Forest Ranger " 16 1 * 2
L] " 1 1" 1 °1. 3 1/2 "3, 39
" n i 1 it 1" 23: 4 " @j
. 3 7

Total ® 1/e "

sonin 1. Gray.
Digtriect Ranrer.

10
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Duncan Letter
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Final Patent
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L
Trinity, Settlement
Dmcan, Te Go #439

Oct 14, 1914

The Eemorasble,

The Jegreteyy of ths Interior.

Gip:
I have the honor to request thit the following dascribed
lard (List 5-2454) in the Trinity Hetionel Forest, Californie,
which hes beem exomined and s chiefly veluable for sgriculture
and wi:ich in my opinion way ve occupicd for aoriculturel purposcs
without injury to the Hatloncl Forest and which is not needed for
rublis purpoces, be opemed to settlement und entxy in zccordinsce
with the et of June 11, 1906 (4 utat., 258):
Lureka Lend District:
Yownelip 4 South, Ramge © East, Humboldt leridiinm;
Seetiom 31, 5. &% KE, KW Su, W, KB &, B Si
Ares, 120 acres.
The above describted tract is listed to 7. Ge Duzmaﬁ,'ot
Hosglin, Californisz.

lesypecifully,
D, F, HOUSTON

: Secretary.
ayutd” Aon 0, 4
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FOREST SERVICE
TRIRITY BATIONAL FOREST
WEAVERVILLE, - CALIFORNiA

0CT 221914
) REcEIvED

e
Trinity - Settlement j Aaswersy..,
Duncan, T @, 439 -

October 19, 1914
¥r. 9, G. Duncen,

Hoaglin, California.

Dear Sirs
I am very glad to inform you that »n Oot. 14, 1914

and a2pplied for by you under

1
deseribed as follows, were listed

-

with the Secrctary of the Interior to be declared open to set-

g

tlement and entry:

fovnship 4 Couth, Reuge 8 Eest, Humboldt Meridien,

. T

Ceotion 81, S SV W8, Iy sB, Wi L SE, 55 Si.

Further infermation concerning Lhis trect may be ob-

tained from the Commissioncr of the Generwml Lond Office, Wash-

ington, D.C. 1In writdns for information veu should refer to

List Nn.B=2484 ond mive the name of the £iplicant. Your loccl

lend office will notify yvou when your entry can be accepted,and
yor arec cautinoned agsinst incurring any unrnecessary expense
toward filing on the land until you receive motice ffom the
Land Office thet it is subjcet tp catry.

Very trawly yours

Shss : Al
o ¥,
S0 s

S e e : Assistent Dictrict Porester.
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