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Thomas Duncan Homestead  
 
HF05 Map 7: T5S, R7E, S3 
 
There is a hard copy file for this entry. 
 

It appears that the Caution Post Office (F20c Location #3) was located on this property at 
the junction of trails HTNF43 and HTNF43 spur A. Some consultant information places the 
post office further south on the Church Willburn Ranch—see F20c entry for a discussion of 
this problem. 
 
Plotting this tract was very difficult and the Base Map is plotted to reflect the changes in 
property lines discussed below and to conform to the 1977 SRNF map since it shows the 
improvements on private property. It encompasses both the HE and the earlier portion of 
the John Duncan place (see also Lowden's 1894 map)  
 
John and Polly Duncan were among the earliest settlers on Long Ridge. Their son, Tom 
Duncan, filed for entry on June 13, 1914, under the 1906 Forest Service Homestead Act 
(H.A. #439).  For more information on the extended Duncan family see B06. 
 
This document focuses on the homestead application filed under the NFHA.  Several trails 
including HTNF-08, HTNF-43 and the Tom Duncan Mailbox Trail (HTNF-05) connect this 
homestead to the west with Long Ridge, south to the Church Willburn place, and to points 
east of the NFER. 
 
The original GLO survey was very inaccurate and has caused numerous problems for this 
tract of land and the Duncan family. Contemporary surveys showed that the location of the 
original John and Polly Duncan homestead was located further to the east as shown on the 
Lowden's 1894 map (below).  It appears everything, after surveys were updated, was 
shifted to the west at least a quarter mile. 
 
As noted earlier, it was plotted on the Base Map to encompass the home and barn—as 
described in the homestead entry (Appendix 1 below) since the need to file for homestead 
entry on this tract in 1906 was because the improvements in the original homestead entry 
(see Map 1) claimed by his father John Duncan in the 1870s (see B06) were on national 
forest lands (see HE below). In addition, it appears that this entry was an effort expand the 
size of their homestead and to claim adjacent lands further to the west.  
 
Lowden's 1894 map places most of the J. D. Duncan tract to the east of the NFER.  This later 
was changed during a new cadastral survey and tract moved further to the west.   
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HT05 Map 1 

Lowden's 1894 survey map: most of the tract is to the east of the NFER.  
 In later maps the tract was shifted further to the west after new surveys. 

(A2: 05) 
 
The 1915 TNF map places most of the J. Duncan tract to the west of the river . 
 

 
1915 TNF map showing most the tract to the west of the river. 

 
The tract boundaries are plotted on the Base Map to reflect the property boundaries as 
shown on the 1977 SRNF map HT05 Map 2.   
 

 
HTNF05 Map 2 

(A2:21b) 
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Tom Duncan Homestead Entry 
 
The Report on Forest Homestead Application dated September 29, 1914 (see HF05 
Appendix 1) notes that; 
 

Settlement was made prior to creation of the Forest.  The applicants father 
John Duncan (now deceased) settled on these lands over forty years ago.  It 
was recently determined by survey that the father, having entered and made 
final proof on lands other than those occupied by him.  

 
It was listed as open for entry on October 14, 1914.  
 
John Duncan and family were among the earliest settlers to homestead on Long Ridge --
dating to the 1870s.  This was before the area was surveyed so they likely first "squatted" 
on the land.  At the time the entry was filed, this was a substantial homestead with a house 
and number of out buildings and a vineyard with about 1,000 vines and 25 to 30 fruit trees; 
see HF05 Appendix 1 for a description of the improvements and other details on the 
homestead.   
 
A 40 acre portion of the applied for tract was found to not qualify for listing (see plot map 
below).  A letter in the file shows that the GLO listed the 120 acre tract on April 29, 1915. 
 
It is not clear when the tract it was patented, but there may be more records in the 
homestead file at the HR office SRNF.  
 

 
 

Plot Map of the Tract of land applied for—note it does not match 
contemporary Section lines!!! 
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Appendix 1 Homestead Entry File 
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Additional Documents in the Homestead Entry File 
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Duncan Letter  
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Final Patent  
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