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James R. Williams  

 
HF04 Map 3: T4S, R7E, S.8 
 
See H.E. File 5439.  There is a hard copy file for this tract. 
 
Williams applied for 160 acres on the western edge of Kettenpom Valley, but was approved 
entry for only 40 acres.  The location of the tract is very problematic and it is plotted on the 
Base Map (in dashed lines) based somewhat on topography since the original GLO survey 
was so inaccurate.  Refer to F10 from more information on problems plotting tracts in this 
area on the Base Map. 
 
The Report on Agricultural Settlement dated December 5, 1907, noted that Williams, who 
had no family, first filed for entry in 1907 on a tract that turned out to already be patented 
land (the problem was probably related to the inaccurate GLO surveys note the highly 
irregular Section lines in this area):  
 

Claimant camped on the land during the Spring months of 1907, and built 
brush fence around 10 acres of land, but the enclosed land was not embraced 
by his entry, but is located on patented land owned by Geo. Merritt 
information received from Alexander Espie a man living on adjoining claim.  

 
He then filed an amended entry on this parcel of land. MRRD Ranger Gray, who inspected 
the entry claim on December 2, 1907 noted that much of the tract was "...more valuable for 
timber than any other purpose."  Therefore, while the original claim was for 160 acres only 
40 acres were approved for entry. 
 
There were no buildings on the tract when Williams filed for entry. It appears that this tract 
was never listed. Williams does not show up on the 1910 census and none of the 
consultants or historic documents referenced mention his name.  It is likely that given the 
problems with this tract of land, he did not live here very long. The portions of tract were 
eventually withdrawn by TNF for administrative purposes for the Hoaglin Guard Station 
(see NF01 and Base Map) and it is shown as FS land (and private lands owned at that time 
by Merritt) on TNF and SRNF maps. See the SRNF map irregular Section lines for 1977 (A2: 
21b) for more insight into this problem.  
 
The following documents were scanned from the hard file and can also be found as scanned 
jpgs in the directory file..  
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Tract Map 
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Letter in File 
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Page 2 of Letter  
 

 
 

Memo in File 
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Homestead Entry Record  
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