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Church D. Willburn (Wilburn) Homestead  
 

HA05 Base Map 7: T5S. R8E, S 5, 8 
 
H.E. #4471 
  
There is a computer file and a hard copy file for this homestead entry.   
 
The homestead is located on the east facing slope of Long Ridge near its southern end.  The 
tract shows up on the 1909 TNF map. 
 
 

 
1909 TNF map showing the C. Willburn Place 

(A2: 08b) 
 

Given the inaccuracy of the original 1870/1880 GLO surveys, plotting of this tract of land 
was problematic.  It is mapped on the Base Map as set forth in the Homestead Entry record.   
 
Church Willburn was the youngest son of James S. Willburn (Sr.) of Hettenshaw Valley and 
shows up on the 1880 census (A3: 1910-3) as "Churchman D. Willburn." For more on this 
subject see B05. 
 
Willburn settled on the land in early July of 1901 and established residence (under the 
1862 Homestead Act) on July 17, 1901 prior to establishment of TNF.  After inspecting the 
homestead, the TNF MRRD Deputy Ranger John Gray wrote up his report on July 9, 1908 
(HA05 Appendix).  For that reason, it appears the parcel of land was grandfathered in 
under the 1862 Homestead Act.  Some of the paper work is missing from the file to 
definitively determine if this is the case (see HA05 Appendix and hard copy file). Since it 
was inspected and the final patent was granted after the TNF was established, but Willburn 
declared entry in 1901, it has been plotted as being acquired under the Homestead Act of 
1862 on the Base Map. 
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Gray's report notes that in 1908 Willburn was residing full time on the homestead with his 
wife and three children. They were living in a:  

 
...frame house approx. 16 x 18 ft.: one large room is divided in three by loth 
partitions--siding split boards, roof covered with shakes, has floor 1 window 
and one door. Probable value $45.00. 

 
There was also a barn 18' x 52'--with 13' high walls, with a stable 12' wide on the east and 
west side of the barn.   
 
The report noted that 75 acres was suitable for tilling but that no water was available for 
irrigation.  20 acres of land were "under the plow" and 45 acres were fenced.  There was a 
hay field producing 15 to 20 tons of hay and vegetable garden.  There was no substantial 
timber land on the parcel. Wilburn had used local timber to construct his improvements. 
 
The form also asked (#16): For what purpose is the land most valuable: and Gray noted the 
land was: "Chiefly for grazing although nearly 1.2 the land is well suited for farming." 
Ranger Gray concluded his report stating that: "The claimant has fully complied with the 
homestead law.  I recommend that patent be issued." 
 
It is not clear when the patent was issued but there is a letter in the file (Appendix 1) 
indicating that final patent was to be issued to Willburn sometime later that year or the 
next.  
 
Trail HTNF-07 connected the homestead to the west with Long Ridge (trail HTNF-12) and 
to the south and east with the Round Valley to Weaverville Trail (HTNF-11). Trail HTNF-43 
just to the east of the ranch led north to the site of the Caution Post Office (location #3--
moved from location #2 to location #3 in 1915). 
 
 
Census data and the Spelling of Willburn vs. Wilburn  
 
The "Church Wilburn" family shows up on the census of 1910—refer to B05 for a complete 
discussion of the extended Willburn family.  Just to make things more confusing, however, 
as shown below, some of the census years list the name "Willburn" and others Wilburn." 
this is even the case with official Forest Service correspondence (see Appendix 1).  It 
appears that this error is spread across the historic documents on this area.  As it stands 
there seems to be no standardized spelling.  Also—the various census listings sometimes 
classify members of the Willburn family as "white" and sometimes as "Indian."  Note that 
Bauer and Barney (1997) who know some family members personally used "Willburn" in 
their book. 
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Note that Wilburn is spelled with only one "L" and that his father was born in Missouri and 

his race is race is "white." 
(A3: 1910-6) 

 

 
1920 census: Hazel L. "Willburn" (see P&P entry) is on this listing.  

She passed away on January 11, 2006 see that entry for more information). 
(A3: 1920-1) 

 
Note that on the 1930 census the name is spelled "Wilburn" and it records his father as 
being born in Texas and that his race was listed as "Indian" as was the whole family 
 

 
1930 Census 

 
On the 1940 census the "Wilburns" were again listed as "white" and were still living on 
Long Ridge. 
 

 
(A3: 1940-8) 
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The Church Willburns were not traced after 1940, at that time they were still living on the 
homestead.  The Willburn family still owned this parcel and some members of the family 
were still living here in the 1980s.  
 

 
HA05 Image 

Church and Lulu Willburn no date 
(Bauer and Barney 1997: 225) 
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Appendix 
REPORT ON AGRICULTURAL SETTLEMENT 
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