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Church D. Willburn (Wilburn) Homestead

HAOQS5 Base Map 7: T5S.R8E, S 5, 8
H.E. #4471
There is a computer file and a hard copy file for this homestead entry.

The homestead is located on the east facing slope of Long Ridge near its southern end. The
tract shows up on the 1909 TNF map.

1909 TNF map showing the C. Willburn Place
(A2: 08Db)

Given the inaccuracy of the original 1870/1880 GLO surveys, plotting of this tract of land
was problematic. Itis mapped on the Base Map as set forth in the Homestead Entry record.

Church Willburn was the youngest son of James S. Willburn (Sr.) of Hettenshaw Valley and
shows up on the 1880 census (A3: 1910-3) as "Churchman D. Willburn." For more on this
subject see BO5.

Willburn settled on the land in early July of 1901 and established residence (under the
1862 Homestead Act) on July 17, 1901 prior to establishment of TNF. After inspecting the
homestead, the TNF MRRD Deputy Ranger John Gray wrote up his report on July 9, 1908
(HAO5 Appendix). For that reason, it appears the parcel of land was grandfathered in
under the 1862 Homestead Act. Some of the paper work is missing from the file to
definitively determine if this is the case (see HAO5 Appendix and hard copy file). Since it
was inspected and the final patent was granted after the TNF was established, but Willburn
declared entry in 1901, it has been plotted as being acquired under the Homestead Act of
1862 on the Base Map.
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Gray's report notes that in 1908 Willburn was residing full time on the homestead with his
wife and three children. They were living in a:

...frame house approx. 16 x 18 ft.: one large room is divided in three by loth
partitions--siding split boards, roof covered with shakes, has floor 1 window
and one door. Probable value $45.00.

There was also a barn 18' x 52'--with 13" high walls, with a stable 12' wide on the east and
west side of the barn.

The report noted that 75 acres was suitable for tilling but that no water was available for
irrigation. 20 acres of land were "under the plow" and 45 acres were fenced. There was a
hay field producing 15 to 20 tons of hay and vegetable garden. There was no substantial
timber land on the parcel. Wilburn had used local timber to construct his improvements.

The form also asked (#16): For what purpose is the land most valuable: and Gray noted the
land was: "Chiefly for grazing although nearly 1.2 the land is well suited for farming.”
Ranger Gray concluded his report stating that: "The claimant has fully complied with the
homestead law. | recommend that patent be issued.”

It is not clear when the patent was issued but there is a letter in the file (Appendix 1)
indicating that final patent was to be issued to Willburn sometime later that year or the
next.

Trail HTNF-07 connected the homestead to the west with Long Ridge (trail HTNF-12) and
to the south and east with the Round Valley to Weaverville Trail (HTNF-11). Trail HTNF-43
just to the east of the ranch led north to the site of the Caution Post Office (location #3--
moved from location #2 to location #3 in 1915).

Census data and the Spelling of Willburn vs. Wilburn

The "Church Wilburn" family shows up on the census of 1910—refer to BO5 for a complete
discussion of the extended Willburn family. Just to make things more confusing, however,
as shown below, some of the census years list the name "Willburn" and others Wilburn."
this is even the case with official Forest Service correspondence (see Appendix 1). It
appears that this error is spread across the historic documents on this area. As it stands
there seems to be no standardized spelling. Also—the various census listings sometimes
classify members of the Willburn family as "white" and sometimes as "Indian." Note that
Bauer and Barney (1997) who know some family members personally used "Willburn" in
their book.
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1920 census: Hazel L. "Willburn" (see P&P entry) is on this listing.

She passed away on January 11, 2006 see that entry for more information).
(A3:1920-1)
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Note that on the 1930 census the name is spelled "Wilburn" and it records his father as
being born in Texas and that his race was listed as "Indian" as was the whole family
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1930 Census

On the 1940 census the "Wilburns" were again listed as "white" and were still living on
Long Ridge.
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The Church Willburns were not traced after 1940, at that time they were still living on the
homestead. The Willburn family still owned this parcel and some members of the family
were still living here in the 1980s.

HAO5 Image
Church and Lulu Willburn no date
(Bauer and Barney 1997: 225)
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Appendix
REPORT ON AGRICULTURAL SETTLEMENT

Form 655
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
FOREST SERVICE

’

REPORT ON AGRICULTURAL SETTLEMENT.

.......................... Tt Land District.

P :
A 3G)
/ bWJ g S e

. Location of settlement or fa.lm JS W {l ]Z W

(If land is survevml describe it hy»(l’l‘inlnmum. if n{surveyul descn by streams or other natural

Sio X7 OF M

d a Ik!tch ump if nl:cusnry

~ 12
2. Name of present claimant or owner: %}/ F el o
Address of present claimant or owner: % 4@4?%. _____________________ e

3. If claimant has a family, of what members does it consmt ? _a)am

‘;gév?/ W\ia&ﬁ’@w Mho@)y'ww--‘r_- bt

(Is their only home oa this claim?)

4. Is the land patented or held as a homestead or ochel entry, mining claim, or simply as a squatter

location? Give number of entry: ___ W[w _____ 4%;/

5. Description of house, giving size, materials of which built, and number of rooms: & /"41'1;.(_(.71/!‘?.‘_-:‘.{.;;/{/6,

/6 m;/ Ot Longe. Livsnce coseiind s /)Zu/.g;/%.i A s s b

¢

prw[q ws ’WM{MMQ« bty ,éz A e illois :Zu\/omigwg 3 ,Z)e/a/;&f ‘/fr

(wnn; its probublo value?)

6. Descrlptlon of barn and other outbuildings by size and materials : l‘&ﬁ( 8202 wleal S Titan
¥t
dztwq /,2;1‘ WC‘,..EQZ{Lél' e .t.&sﬂ./{_,_:a‘_‘!?..“ _(x.(_...‘__!!._t-e__ 7 & L st RS RN IR fre
(What is their probable value?) d
7. How much of the land is suited to tilling ? /ﬁ"w ________________________ 5
Acres of land under plow: . ZD _________________________ Acres of land under fence: 4\5—’4‘4"3-7
Acres of land under ditch: 720 lnlie. Wf{ QV"’,&}/E/ a ﬂ.v..
8556
5
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8. What does claimant raise on the land? @
e

oy (o yw _____________________ :
How much was raised the past season? /0"2#( 204’/‘?\/ 71&7 2 ﬂw&ﬂ_ MaeM %

JQW&QWWM ______
- ’ . \ &
What area has been cultivated, and in what yea.rs‘.’&].’j()-.@&bu MLWM/»(WM /?

. ' <
9. Number of acres of timberland on the claim: < ZZy. . .

Estimated number of feet of timber in board ﬁasure: ............ Z.Zn.a_,_au,g._;é’...’._..t\f{?z?/,
How much, if any, timber has been cut? Zﬂ,ﬂU_H/Q/:/efzu __________________________________
For what purpose cut? /Z'( 3 " W@u,eayﬁu—/‘ 2 ...........................
By whom cut? 82}/4@2{)‘«4@ _____________________ Date of cuttixig: ;:f;—%ii’:f:\/m

If cut for cultivation, has the ground where the timber stood been cultivated, and how culti-

e m-z,mwfﬂ%am Be il e W

If cut for improvements, was the whole amount of timber cut put into improvements on the claim?

' - ! 55 ;
_Wﬁlféﬁ‘.wj/ﬁ’f/ﬁﬁ%wmwf Aol SOl .-f/.—:(é.i.‘_(l-.__ai._._.:\’_»‘_-_.t___;f._v}_r:,:_'/

Has claimant sold or negotiated for the sale of any timber? 71/(1 ,,,,,, SRS A

10. Live stock owned by claimant:

Number of cattle: ... 4 _____________________________ Number of horses: 4 ___________________________

Number of 8heep: i i Number of goates .. e o e
N3 2 . A sy

Where are they grazed?._ 92¢7 /A, _:w_'_{:a.u.v_;--_E.»_w_-:z[.;{,s;, il it as _-_a.gy“,wl:/

Has permit been obtained for them to graze on public land? %CCLM_‘,,,::\..J

11. Date claimant settled on this land: ,QzM LZU cxcel Aat; rut Joere
Date claimant filed on this land: . wly /7, /G1/

s
e

Date claimant established actual residence on this land fM/»] /?J/ RSN
A ; " % s ng !
State whether claimant has lived continuously on land, or only at certain times: &2 Rcorernd
‘ L ¢ \

7514.44.«—&4/ W:’/w %/&»‘4/4 et R
Give dates and duration of and reasons for absences, and report if family remained on land

: ; ; =

during such absences. Give source of information: %Lrwz'&l(«t’vj /’W -

; 3 ¢ : & s

= /ﬁd;}/ a‘f,;t'/. A -.’k:v‘tf'cif'!f}’,//;;‘;{/hx,G&L;Jv&;g.&e{{a:—:&?/ ’

6
solararch.org



HAO05

What evidences of residence, such as cultivation or presence of farming implements or household

furniture, were found by forest officers y‘dw j mm-_&c‘..-.-. At .(.‘r.ugm.7;-,,_ W7
5'“7(&4« MWW%NM Geik] Fodn VZ-/{/- .
12. Is the claim used in any way for trade or business? _61:-1/ _____________________________________________

13. Ascertain, if possible, whether this claimant has ever made a homestead entry elsewhere; if so,

. state where, and whether it has been perfected or abandoned:

QMXA'M 2% c

14. Has claim been sold or mortgaged? )‘4 S

15. If this claim or entry is believed to have been made at the instance or in the interest of any

others, or believed to be in any way fraudulent, give name, residence, and post-office address
, )
‘ ' A,

X . X,
of reliable witnesses and abstract of their testimony: LMM/“(«/s// B N

%J@cﬁ,% R Bt R e s

16. For what pulpose is the Lmd most valuable? Q{ﬁyé A lr;v — M/@ ‘{

17. Date forest officer examined this claim:

18. Remarks: . )%G/c&vmm«(/g ; 47.&,.5.?,14_«;;({(_{.19/ . _’/a A i L/_...ﬂ :./ Loy
/

aw—/ :
é{sv{&;.ﬁg.al/‘) i ;Zx f / _,:vwf_,(t e td Eed fw ..e.:ft._.d/ WL
: o f {Vw.w - AR

19. Recommeéndation as to action that should be taken, and reasons for the recommendation: _-_\.2(»_-.&,@(
. t e 7
)ﬁ WML u‘{?. Cer n//m/ (m/r,__/// it e Lot st
ﬂ‘w ;._.:.t ..QMM:._‘Q_M" R L LL(/

Lot
o A)‘%/ Le .4(’7""""Forest Ranger.

e

Forest Supervisor. v

7
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
FOREST SERVICE

Trinity National Foregt

Veaverv lle, California.

June 22, 1908,

Church D. Wilburn, H.E. 4471
Eureka Land Dist.-ATrinity
Mr, John T. CGray,

Ruth, Californisa.
Dear Gray:

Forms 655 are enclosed for an examination and report

in the above case, covering the SW 1/4 of NW 1/4, W 1/2 of SW 1/4
Sec. 5 and the NW 1/4 NW 1/4 Section 8, T 5 S., R 8 E,, H. M.
Final Proof to be made at Eureka, July 3lst. The witrnesses
named are Augustus Russ, Thomes D. Crabtreec, Thomas G. Duncan and
Hiram D. Wilburn of Caution, Californiz. Please, if possitle,
make this report in time for us to meke recormendation to the
Local Land Office before date of Final Proof, otherwise we
shall be obliged to ask for an extension of time.

Very truly yours,

I A

Porest, Supervisor.
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